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At the beginning

Although Youkai is an often-spoken concept, it’s precise meaning is difficult to
detail. To this day, researchers really examine the diversity of the concept of Youkai.
To proceed with the research many scholars rely on literature for its definition, but
many concepts regarding Youkai in the early stages of history are often not included
in those studies. This thesis is meant to help define what is your guy in the classical
literature aiming as close as possible to precision.

It was found that there are three types of Youkai in the Chinese classical
literature, each in different historical: the “ijyt” (“bestial”), the “youchd” (“ghostly”)
and the “Seikai” (“serene”) types.

The bestial is closer to animals but far from looking like anything from the real
world. Many of those processes names which can be used to control them, and they
also possess a mix of body parts from real-world creatures, have specific habitats and
behaviors. Some even have the ability to prevent disasters in advance.

The ghostly type or abnormal and supernatural, also possessing the ability to
prevent disasters. Important to note that such abilities rarely are used to harm people.
The Serene type, however, well this is the form of animals’ plants or even
objects, some of the features including physical deformities and the ability of speech.
After years of existence, it acquires the status of Youkai, though it manages to

maintain most of its original form.

Based on the classics, the bestial is the first type of Youkai confirmed in
literature, similar to the image of the gods of that time. But with the passing of time
humans to start is to worship God’s with more human-like appearance, leaving the
beast like gods in the same category as Youkai.

During the Qin and Han Dynasty, do your ability to predict disasters of the
bestial type becomes exclusive to the Serene Type, together with the mixed physical

characteristics. As the Han regime grows weaker. The influence of the six dynasties in



literature gives a stronger focus on the Serene type; however, the definition of
“Seikai” (“serene”) is left unsolved, but the change starts on this, where Youkais
move closer to humans, where they gain humanlike characteristics. The peak of such
changes is reached during the Ming and Qing Dynasty.

In addition, during the Ming and Qing Dynasty A new type of yoga emerged, a
mix of all the previous three types, causing panic to the population at the time.

This paper intends to draw out the social context of the time starting by
analyzing the elements in documents such as letters the graphic figures of each era,
rock arts, the illustrations to the “book of hills and seas”, illustrations of “Han stone”,
“Ming and Qing Mythical Demon Novel” illustrations, and the paintings of Chinese
New Year during late Qing Dynasty to the early Republic of China. Studying these
pictures will have a great correlation with Youkai in order to have an understanding
of the elements composed of these pictures.

Finally, this paper wishes to know if the concept of Youkai in China Has been
transferred to neighboring countries such as Japan and Korea. By exploring the
literature records of these cultures, this paper reaches to the conclusion that: the
concept of Youkai in the countries has originated in China. There are some youkais in

these countries with intact characteristics that can be traced back to ancient China.
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