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Consideration of Open Space in the Pine Trees
(Shorinzu-Byoubu) by Hasegawa Tohaku
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We can infer that the source of “open space” in Japanese paintings is
derived from Konan monochrome ink painting (sumi-e) in the “Chinese
Southern Song”. While the painting was becoming rooted in Japan during
the Kamakura era, its sensitivity particularly to the open space was
expressed in it. The expression of the open space of the Pine Trees
(Shorinzu-byoubu) by Hasegawa Tohaku in the Azuchi-Momoyama Era can
be called a monumental achievement in the history of Japanese fine arts due
to the fact that a Chinese landscape was adapted to the Japanese climate

and sense of beauty.
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