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i1 2 Many people think the documentary film is hardly worth .
© to watch
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fil 3 Some people believe the time will soon come we take a trip to the moon.
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We should rare opportunity.
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Ken ought harder.
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Miku woke up in the middle of the night IIl .
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The student remained silent, .
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Mzr. Ether: OK, next up is Ms...? I'm not sure, I can’t read this name. Ms. Wi..., um, Ms.
Vin-Jai?

Girl: Agh, that’s probably me. Hold on Mr. Ether, I'm coming.

Mr. Ether: 'm sorry about that.

Girl: It isn’t important. Just let me finish my presentation so I can get out of here.

Mr. Ether: What do you mean? Your name is very important. Don’t be shy.

Girl: ...Fine, my name is Winji. In Japanese, it’s “®@/A C.” And I hate my stupid name.

Mr. Ether: Wow. I've never seen this type of writing before. But I think that’s a beautiful
name.

Girl:

Mzr. Ether: Oh, don’t say that.

Girl: Nobody knows how to say it. It’s some old language from Okinawa. People always give
me bad looks.

Mr. Ether: Please don’t think about it that way. Ilike your name a lot. Sometimes, it is good
to stand out like that.

Girl: You don’t know what it feels like. I’'m changing my name as soon as possible.

Mr. Ether: I want my students to call me Mr. Ether. It’s only because I have an
unusual name too. I'm from Denmark, and my real name is... let me write it on the
board... Mr. Ather.

Girl: What letter is that?

Mr. Ether: It sounds like E but it’s A.

Girl: At least it looks cool.

Mzr. Ether: Before, I wanted to change my name too. But at some point, I noticed my name is
special.

Girl: Do you really think so?

Mr. Ether: Absolutely. They tell people about your past. It’s your actions which tell people
about the real you.

Girl: Thank you Mr. Ether. I mean Mr. Alther.

Mzr. Ether: I'm glad you are feeling better.

Girl: However, sometimes it’s a pain typing my name.

Mr. Ether:

(F)  type ~&HF—HKR—RTHO
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It’s still used in places like my home country.
No, it’s a terrible name.

I know, but I can’t help you with that.
Actually, I understand your feelings.

Both of ours are.

May I ask what your name is?

I feel good after hearing that.
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The Mona Lisa is the most visited piece of art in the world. Just about every day, visitors
buy all of the Louvre Museum’s 30,000 tickets to see the painting. What some of those people
may not realize is there is a second Mona Lisa.

The Prado Museum in Madrid, Spain also has a version of this famous painting. While it
has been hanging in the gallery since the museum opened in 1819, it wasn’t considered to be
very important for nearly 200 years. But closer inspections in 2012 show that it also came
from the workshop of Leonardo da Vinci.

The Louvre Mona Lisa is already a mysterious painting. Experts aren’t even sure if the
person in the picture is Lisa — Monna being an Italian title similar to “lady” or “madam.” In
fact, for centuries, it was considered “one of the other” da Vinci paintings. However, it became
a popular piece after being stolen in 1911. To show how unimportant it used to be, the Louvre
staff did not even know it was missing until 26 hours after it was stolen.

Even less is known about the Prado version. Experts thought it was just a cheap copy. But
a few things say it’'s more important than people used to think. For one, the frame is made of
expensive wood. Then a study showed it used two types of paint. Some paint came from
around the same time as the Louvre version, while newer paint was put over much of the
picture many years later. That new paint was able to be removed, showing a hidden beautiful
background that matches da Vinci’s art. He had to have helped make both paintings.

There are a few differences between the two. The Prado version is in better condition, so
things such as the background and her clothes are much cleaner and more detailed. But the
most important difference is her eyebrows. The woman in the Louvre painting has no
eyebrows, something that has created many questions. Some experts thought it was a fashion
choice, others thought it meant she was actually a poor woman. But the Prado painting
proves that the eyebrows in the art just disappeared over time.

Lisa is also facing a slightly different direction in each picture. This can be explained
easily: da Vinci and the other artist were standing next to each other when they were painting
her. Maybe this was an art lesson, meaning there are a few more Mona Lisa paintings out
there somewhere. And maybe, just maybe, the painting so many people wait in line for at the
Louvre is the cheap copy and the da Vinci original is in Spain. The world may never know for
sure.
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1. What does this passage say about the Prado version of Mona Lisa?
feE e 18 |

© It was originally stored in a different museum.

(D It took almost two centuries for people to appreciate it.

@ Thousands of visitors go to Madrid to see it every day.

@ It was restored to its original condition in 2019.

2. What happened to the Louvre version of Mona Lisa in the 1910s?
frs ] 19 |

© People started to believe it was painted by da Vinci.

(D Someone tried to steal it, but the Louvre staff prevented it.

@ People realized that it was created at da Vinci’s studio.

@ Tt gained popularity following an incident.

3. According to the passage, in the past, experts thought that

e 20 |

© the frame for the Louvre version of Mona Lisa was very cheap.

D the Louvre version of Mona Lisa was older than the Prado version.

@ several types of paint might have been used for the Louvre version of Mona Lisa.
@ the Prado version of Mona Lisa was a poor imitation of the Louvre version.

4. Why didn’t people notice the beautiful background of the Prado painting?
fras el 21 |

© It was badly damaged when it was stolen.

(D It was hidden behind some newer paint.

@ It was believed that da Vinci painted over it to hide his work.

@ The painting itself was not on display until the twenty-first century.

5. What is one difference between the two versions of Mona Lisa?
R 22 |

© The clothes the woman is wearing in the Louvre version look much cleaner.
(D The Louvre version is much more detailed.

@ The Prado version is in a better state of preservation.

@ The woman in the Prado version is looking in the opposite direction.



6 . According to the author, what does the Prado painting prove?
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© The eyebrows in the Louvre version faded away over the course of time.

D The clothes in the Louvre version originally had a different color.

@ The woman in the Louvre painting has no eyebrows because it was a fashion choice.
@ The woman in the Louvre painting was actually far from a poor woman.

7 . According to the author, which of the following is true?
fras el 24 |

© Da Vinci would have had a good personal relationship with Lisa.

(D Da Vinci was not interested in making several Mona Lisa paintings.
@ There might be even more Mona Lisa paintings out there.

@ Da Vinci gave up teaching an art lesson at some point in his career.

8. What possibility does the author mention?

fRs g e 25 |

© The Prado version of Mona Lisa could be the da Vinci original.

@O More advanced technology may solve the mystery of the two paintings.

@ People might stop visiting the Prado Museum if they know its Mona Lisa is a fake.
@ The two versions of Mona Lisa were probably switched a long time ago.
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Heading into the summer of 2024, DC Comics showed some upcoming comic books. Most
of these pictures made people excited, but some of them did not seem correct. Three comic
book covers, all drawn by the same artist, had similar problems. The art had many small
mistakes, and none looked like that artist’s normal artwork. ( 1 ), people thought these
pictures were actually made by Al

Fans were not happy, and other comic artists were even more upset. The artist tried to tell
people he really drew this art. Some of his fans defended him by saying artists try to change
their art styles all the time. Nobody knows for sure if it was really Al art or not, and that
question will likely never be answered. However, DC Comics made its (2)decision. The three
comic book covers were replaced with artwork from a different artist.

It’s important to know the difference between American and Japanese comic books.
American comics are sold in thin magazines, only about 24 pages each. The companies want
(3) (7. covers A . readers 7. 80 . attractive % . more ] would buy them. The

cover is usually the most important part of an American comic book. In Japan, some manga
magazines don’t have many pictures of the comic on the cover. The other big difference is that
American books are almost always a team project. Several different writers and artists work
on each book. This artist was not a new or unskilled person. He had been drawing comics
for 30 years. Making the cover of a comic book is not a small deal. DC Comics trusted him.

He wasnt (4 ) who people thought was using Al art. This is a big issue among comic
fans right now, and it will only grow over time. Books, movies, games, just about every
industry is facing an Al problem. It’s unfair to the fans and other artists who are really
working hard. That is a major reason why it’s a problem. However, perhaps the bigger
reason is nobody knows who owns Al art.

Any company dealing with art has one golden rule: the art people make must be their own
work. If an artist sells a picture drawn by someone else, that person would be in big trouble.
This is called plagiarism, and a company never wants to deal with that. Most Al software
will say users do not own images they create. So, is it plagiarism to use Al art? This is the
big question many people are asking now. Al is still a new thing, and people’s opinions as
well as laws dealing with it will see many changes over the next few years. But the best
answer — for now anyway — is nobody owns Al artwork.

() DCComics DCaIv 7 A (T AV IDaI vy 7 v 7O
plagiarism %M
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@ the only artist
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The artist, who drew the three comic book covers, had been a comic artist for three decades.
What DC Comics showed to people before the summer of 2024 made some people angry.

There is no difference between American and Japanese comic books.

Some people think that Al problems and fairness issues should be considered separately.
A so-called Al problem is likely to get more attention from people as time goes by.

Some people, including the author of this passage, agree that using Al art is plagiarism.
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