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11 We waited at the station Kazuki showed up.
© by

@ during

®@ wupto

@ until

fil 2 Ms. Hashimoto’s students won the chorus contest, and of them jumped for
joy.

© every
@O all

@ anyone
@ almost

1 3 David likes penguins better than any animal.

© another
@ more
@ other

® the others

M4 Itis that tickets for the concert will be sold out soon.
© well possibly

D possible

@ no possibilities

@ possibility

15 One of Olivia’s greatest pleasures is in her room with her cat at night.
© torelax

@ that relaxes

@ relaxed

@ relaxations

16 The man explained to a station employee II' his lost bag looked like.
how come

of whose

where

what

©Oee
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Ben’s pet fish must someone else while

he’s away.

© of @ care @ be @ taken @ by
12 FAHIE, %6 OEFELATHIENITIIMTE TEARN,

There is pray for their safety.

© can @D nothing @ but @ do @ we

M3 ZORFAER. I T7—FHIRICETHLHFRIZR-o TS,

The university student \Il .

© Prof. Miller D a @ to @ lot @ owes
fld SRl-OFBRTNEDRRN-Teb, HITR-72Z &2/ >TWEEA 9,

If your helpful advice, he would have
been in trouble.

©® had @D Dbeen ®@ it ® not @ for
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Taro: Did you see that international sumo tournament last night?

John: No, I didn’t hear about it.

Taro: After winning the championship match, the winner did a backflip.

John: A heavy sumo wrestler did a backflip? Surely you must be kidding.

Taro:

John: Wow, that’s incredible! I need to find a video.

Taro: It’s not incredible! It’s terrible. Actually, it’s so disrespectful.

John: Oh, is it?

Taro: In sumo wrestling, you are not supposed to show any emotion after a match. It
doesn’t matter if you win or lose. If he was in Japan, he would never practice
sumo wrestling ever again.

John: I still don’t see the problem. He was just excited in that moment, right? Besides,
it wasn’t in Japan. That tournament has its own rules.

Taro:

John: Well, things change sometimes. For example, in baseball, a player mustn’t look
at the ball after he hits a home run.

Taro: What are you talking about? Players look at their home runs instead of running
all the time.

John: But it used to be just like sumo wrestling. You weren’t supposed to show
any emotion after a home run.

Taro: Really? I didn’t know that.

John: It was actually Japanese baseball players who first started celebrating after a

home run.

Sometimes, doing that even started fights. But now, just about everyone
celebrates home runs.

Taro: I guess you are right. Honestly, I wish sumo wrestlers showed a little emotion
after matches.

John: See! It makes the sport more exciting. Soon, we might see more people doing

backflips.

Taro: That guy hurt his knee and went to the hospital afterward.

John: Oh. Maybe tradition isn’t the only reason why they don’t do backflips.

(#)  backflip #%AHIED, N7Hx
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True, now they do.

Can you tell me why you feel that way?

No, I'm not.

That made American baseball players so angry too.

Did something happen?

I hope they start with smaller celebrations.

It isn’t real sumo wrestling if they don’t follow sumo traditions.



HIM ROFEL LA, MICEZRSW,

The news of actor Abe Vigoda’s death shocked many people. But nobody was more
surprised than Mr. Vigoda himself. He was still alive when he heard that news.
Friends of his ran to his house crying, and he greeted them with a big smile. Not many
people can experience their own death. This ended up being a funny moment for him,
but other people weren’t so lucky. Alfred Nobel was also incorrectly reported as dead,
but he watched as people celebrated his death.

Nobel was a Swedish engineer and businessman who created and sold many
inventions. He is credited with designing 355 new products, most of them being used
to help construction workers. He became a rich person by selling these products.
However, during his life, he was best remembered for inventing dynamite. Explosives
were extremely dangerous in those days, so he made dynamite as an explosive that was
safer touse. Infact,it was originally called Nobel’s safety powder. It was really useful
for people working underground in mines. It could easily destroy rocks. People soon
found it was useful for weapons as well. It could easily destroy many things. Wars
were often fought with inventions created by Nobel.

In 1888, Alfred’s brother Ludvig Nobel died. He was also an engineer. Due to
confusion, some newspapers reported that it was actually Alfred who had died. These
newspapers did not have a lot of kind things to say about him. One headline called him
“The Merchant of Death,” while another said he “became rich by finding ways to kill
more people faster than ever before.” These writers were happy he was dead. Nobel
felt horrible reading these stories. He thought he was helping people, but not everyone
saw it that way. It was looking like most people would remember him for things he
destroyed, rather than for things he had created.

Eight years later, Nobel really died. Shortly before his death, he donated his money
to create one final invention. He created the Nobel Prize. Every year, five awards are
presented. Three prizes go to the best scientists in chemistry, biology, and medicine.
One prize goes to the best writer. And the last goes to a person who helped bring peace
that year. In Nobel’s words, these awards should be given to people who made the
“greatest benefit” to the world. More than a hundred years later, these are still some of
the most respected awards a person can win.

Maybe that false story of his death helped him make the Nobel Prizes. Maybe he was
already thinking about them. But in any case, now everyone remembers Alfred Nobel
as a person who helped the world.

(£) Swedish A7 xz—F > A®  dynamite #A F~A b explosive 13K
merchant pHA Nobel Prize / —~VE
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1. What does this passage say about Abe Vigoda?
R 18 |

© He rarely cried in front of other people.

(D He was wrongly reported as having died.

@ He maintained a critical attitude towards Alfred Nobel.
@ He did not have many friends.

2. The author writes “but other people weren’t so lucky” in the first paragraph because
R 19 |

© he feels that Abe Vigoda was unfortunate.

(D there are few people who can get public attention.

@ many people give up the idea of becoming an actor.

@ people had positive feelings on the news of Alfred Nobel’s death.

3. In the second paragraph, what is mentioned about Alfred Nobel?

iz g5 20 |

© His father was also a businessman and an inventor.

(D He is known to have developed nearly 350 products.

@ Many of his inventions made it easier for people to work at construction sites.
@ He felt guilty about inventing dynamite.

4. According to the passage, dynamite was originally called Nobel’s safety powder.
Why?

fRas el 21 |

© It was invented as an alternative to more dangerous explosives.

D It was expected to bring peace to the world.

@ It actually helped to save Alfred Nobel’s reputation.

@ It was not so dangerous, not even strong enough to destroy rocks.

5. Soon after dynamite was invented,

w22 ]

© people made some improvements to it so that it could be safer.
(D another powerful explosive was developed.

@ people started to realize it could be used for weapons.

@ it was replaced with other explosives at mines.



6 . According to the passage, what happened in 18887

s %R 23 |

© Alfred Nobel’s brother was interviewed by a newspaper company.

D Alfred Nobel started to call himself “The Merchant of Death.”

@ Alfred Nobel contacted newspaper companies to let them know the truth about his
brother.

@ Alfred Nobel was shocked to learn about people’s opinions of him.

7 . What is the fourth paragraph about?

R 24 |

© Alfred Nobel’s last invention.

(O How peacefully Alfred Nobel passed away.

@ Alist of early Nobel Prize winners in history.

@ How the Nobel Prizes have undergone changes over time.

8. What is one of the author’s opinions about Alfred Nobel?

e 25 |

© He should have thought about the consequences of the Nobel Prizes.

(D People must take into account the large number of inventions when evaluating him.
@ Some fake news might have contributed to the idea of the Nobel Prizes.

@ He would have led a happier life if he had been born in a different era.
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The Beatles are one of the biggest music groups ever, and they are known to have
consisted of four people; Paul McCartney, John Lennon, George Harrison, and Ringo
Starr. Ringo played the drums in the band, but he was not the original drummer.
Concerts during the Beatles’ early days had a man named Pete Best behind the drum
set. (1 ), he did not have the best time with the band.

When McCartney, Lennon, and Harrison were high school students, they played their
instruments anywhere that they could. Sometimes, they were lucky enough to find a
drummer to join them for the show. However, most live houses wouldn’t accept a band
without a drummer. They needed someone to play the drums full-time, and Pete Best
(2_[7.in A . that 7. was . interested 4. the only person] . He was
not the best drummer, but he had great energy and was exciting to watch on stage. So,

they welcomed Best into the group in 1960.

The group gained popularity, with many fans saying Best was their favorite member.
He was especially popular with the girls. And Best’s mother owned a nightclub, so they
could have a concert whenever they wanted. Best wasn’t too close to the other members,
but nobody could tell (3)that once they were on stage. In early 1962, a record company
wanted them to make their first album. Unfortunately, this is when Best’s story with
the Beatles ends.

The record company wanted a drummer better than Best for the album. The band
agreed. McCartney always tried to be kind with his words, saying “He was a good
drummer, but...” or something similar. Lennon on the other hand said several times
that Best was an awful drummer. While Best knew he wasn’t the greatest musician,
he disagreed with why he ( 4 ). He says the other members were jealous of his
popularity. There is likely truth to both of these reasons as fans were quite upset when
Best left. Some people said the band was only using him because of his mother’s
nightclub. Even now, the Beatles getting rid of Best right before their first album is
often considered the lowest point in the band’s history.

The original choice for the new drummer was Johnny Hutchinson. He refused to join
out of respect for his friendship with Best. So next, they asked Richard Starkey, better
known as Ringo Starr, and the rest of the story is history.

However, Best did get a little revenge. In 1964, he released an album called Best of
The Beatles. 1t sold very well at first because people thought it was a collection of the
best Beatles songs. People who bought it were angry. But the album didn’t lie; he was
Pete Best of the Beatles.

(#) TheBeatles E— F L X (A XY Z2Da v 7N R)
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© Inthe same way

@ Sadly

@ Therefore

@ Traditionally
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© was removed from the band

@D continued to play the drums

@ was unpopular with their fans

@ lacked necessary drumming skills
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© The passage says that in the past, no band could get on the stage at live houses

unless they had a drummer.

(D The author doubts that Pete Best’s mother started to run a nightclub in order for
the band to play there.

@ In this passage, the author introduces readers to the early history of a famous band.

@ According to the passage, some music fans disagree with the opinion that the Beatles
couldn’t have been famous without Pete Best.

@ The author does not mention why and when the Beatles eventually broke up in the

passage.

® In the author’s opinion, the title of Pete Best’s album was appropriate in a way.

11
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